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Ruan’s Case of Inguinal .Aneurism. 

degree of strength with that of the opposite side, and that he had been 
working at his trade (that of a saddler) for upwards of a month. 

St. Croix, January, 1836. 


Art. V. Remarkable instance of a Brass JVail remaining in the 
Lungs more than a year. By Amariah Brigham, M. D. 

Miss A. Lyman, aged five years, while playing at school, in May, 
1823, was suddenly seized with violent and convulsive coughing and 
vomiting, supposed to be caused by swallowing, with great difficulty, 
some large substance. On recovering sufficiently to talk, she stated, 
that, at the time she was seized with coughing, she had a brass nail, 
such as is used in covering trunks, in her mouth, that it got into her 
throat, but that she had actually swallowed it, she could not say. The 
late Dr. Cogswell, of this city, saw her immediately, and advised a 
dose of castor oil. The cough continued severe for a few davs, and 
then greatly subsided, and her friends and physician were of the opi¬ 
nion that it originated from the irritation excited by the nail passing 
the oesophagus. 

Nine months after this occurrence she went into the country. I 
then saw her, for the first time, and, though she had some cougli, her 
health was tolerably good, as she was able to attend school. 

In May, 1824, one year from the time of the occurrence at school, 
she apparently took cold, which was speedily followed bv increased 
cough, expectoration, and haemoptysis. Hectic fever, night sweats, and 
the usual symptoms'witnessed in the last stage of phthisis pulmonalis 
soon ensued. As she was of slender form, and her mother had died 
of consumption soon after the birth of this child, I supposed this was 
her complaint. She died June 1st, 1824. At the request of her friends, 
who had a desire to know if the nail caused her disease, in company 
vvith Dr. Stone of Enfield, Massachusetts, I examined the body. The 
trachea appeared hoMthy and also the lungs on the left side, but, on 
tracing the branch of wind-pipe that passed to the light lung, the linin'* 
membrane was found somewhat inflamed, and at the fourth or fifth divi¬ 
sion of the right bronchial tube, more than one inch from the bifurca¬ 
tion of the trachea, was found a common brass nail, half an inch long, 
with a head nearly the same in diameter. It was coloured black, but 
not in the least corroded, and appeared to be firmly fixed at one of the 
divisions of the bronchi. As there was no channel from the nail to 
any other part of the lungs, it had not probably changed its place. 
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Brigham’s Case of Kail in Bronchia. 

There was some distension of the blood-vessels around it, but not so 
much apparent disorder immediately where the nail was found, as in 
the substance or rather the outer parts of the right lung, which ad¬ 
hered extensively to the adjacent parts, and contained several large 
abscesses that discharged pus into the bronchi by fistulous passages. 

I know of but few cases on record where so large a substance had 
passed into the lungs and remained so long a time without proving 
fatal. My greatest surprise, however, is, that such a substance was 
enabled to pass so far into the lungs of a child but five years old. 
After it had passed to where it was found, the left lung remaining 
unaffected and a portion of the right also, respiration could, of course, 
be maintained without great difficulty. 

M. Sue relates the case of a girl eight years of age, who, in swal¬ 
lowing a piece of pigeon, became affected with cough, and in a man¬ 
ner as if something had passed into the trachea. Eighteen years and 
six months after this, in a paroxysm of violent coughing, she expecto¬ 
rated a piece of pigeon bone. She died, however, of consumption, 
one year after this. M. Broussais has published a case of chronic 
pneumonia, caused by a ball which remained in the lungs for seven 
years. M. Louis mentions a case of a merchant in whose trachea, at 
tiie origin of the bronchia, a piece of gold remained fixed for four 
years, without causing much inconvenience, except when he was in a 
horizontal posture. It finally produced ulceration, and the patient 
died of phthisis. Dupuytren saw a similar case. 

Hartford, Cl., January 1, 1836. 


Art. VI. Clinical Report of Cases treated in the Marine Hospital, 
Charleston, S. C. By W. G. Ramsay, M. D. 

Clinical reports of hospital cases, where the history and treatment 
of the different diseases are faithfully detailed, have always been 
viewed as interesting and instructive. Having charge of the Marine 
Hospital lately erected in this city, I propose to give reports of some 
of the most interesting cases from my note book. 

The Charleston Marine Hospital was built by the United States go¬ 
vernment, in 1832. It is a commodious and airy building, fronting 
the west, and has double piazzas to the north, south and west, which 
are appropriated to the use. of the patients. The front part of the 
building is occupied by the steward and his family. There are eight 
wards—three on the first floor, for surgical cases, and five on the 



